2011 Parish Stewardship Theme
Returning God’s Gifts with Increase
Have you recognized the gifts God has given you? Have you taken care of and developed those gifts? Have you shared those gifts with others justly and lovingly? Are you ready to return them to God with increase?

These challenging questions allow us as individuals to review our relationship with God.  Just having talent is not enough.  Developing a gift doesn’t always turn us toward God.  Sharing our abundance grudgingly will not spread the Gospel message to love your neighbor as yourself.  However, the way we return God’s gifts makes an enormous statement about how our faith is important.  The attitudes we share with others about our God given gifts are critical.  These attitudes of receiving gratefully, tending responsibly, sharing lovingly, and returning with increase are the way of life of a Christian steward.  This is what the Church asks.  That we strive to live the life of a Christian steward, one who is a disciple of Jesus Christ and is willing to have that relationship known to all with whom they come in contact.  As disciples we can model our belief through: honoring our vocation; teaching our children; respecting the elderly; serving the needy; and supporting our parish community.  This year let us work toward the ultimate reward, to hear these words from Matthew’s Gospel:  “Well done, my good and faithful servant. Since you were faithful in small matters, I will give you great responsibilities. Come, share your master's joy.”
As your parish continues to develop a stewardship plan remember to educate those who have yet to embrace the stewardship message. Give your parishioners an opportunity to understand stewardship as a way of life in ways they never have before.  

Our goal is to help people use their gifts.  The fourth characteristic of a Christian steward, as written by the U.S. Bishops’ is that “we return God’s gifts with increase to the Lord.” Because each of us has unique gifts the Church can gather those gifts and multiply them in order to build God’s kingdom here on earth.  Our gifts returned with increase will show our stewardship of all that is generously provided by our Creator.
