Bulletin Inserts to Promote Wills Awareness and 

Other Planned Gifts to the Parish or School

1. Some gifts to the parish may actually pay you income. Discover the life income benefits of trusts and other charitable gifts. You and your spouse and children may save administration fees and save on taxes by considering a charitable gift. Contact (insert pastor's name* or the Diocesan Office of Stewardship Development at 815-399-4300). 

2. Do you own stock which has appreciated greatly since you purchased it? You may be able to make a gift of the stock to the parish and receive immediate tax benefits as well as current income. Contact 



 or your broker or accountant today. They will help you determine the best time to make your gift to help the parish. 

3. More and more Catholic Families are making substantial gifts to parish endowment funds in memory of parents and other relatives. Contact a member of the Stewardship Committee or


 to establish a memorial fund in the name of your parents. 

4. Many parishioners make contributions outside the parish because we have not asked them for their help. Bequests to the parish, gifts of real estate and life insurance, stocks, bonds and certificates of deposit can perpetuate your ideals and faith here in our own parish. Please remember the ongoing and long range needs which exist here at (name of parish). Contact for specific areas which could benefit from your gift. 

5. Estate planning is the Way to Continue Your Life's Work. It is vital that you invest some time to insure that your life' s efforts will continue in the hands of the causes and people who will most treasure your gifts. Your attorney in conjunction with your accountant will prepare a proper will and make other arrangements for the easy, inexpensive transfer of your estate. 

6. Memorialize a loved one with a gift to our endowment. Your gift will bear your loved one's name, and may be in any amount. It's a beautiful way to pass on our Catholic heritage and remember someone special. Contact 


 to learn more. 

7. Make a gift that will make a difference. Your gifts of cash, stock, real estate and insurance are needed to make our endowment grow, giving our Church a perpetual income. Contact 

today to learn more of how a gift today can be transformed into an eternal gift that helps pass on our Catholic heritage. 

8. Imagine a gift that gives forever. That's exactly what your planned gift to our endowment can do. What you give today will strengthen our community by providing perpetual financial support. Contact 



.

* If the pastor is not the contact person, use whomever (if anyone) a parishioner might contact if they do not feel comfortable contacting the Office of Stewardship Development. 

9. Consider your Christian responsibility to yourself, your family, and to God to be a wise steward of the gifts God has given you. How will your gifts (assets) be passed on to those you love and care for when you die? Planning now will help those we love live peacefully in the future. Call The Catholic Foundation at 815-399-4300 to find out how you can pass on your love to your family. 

10. Your employer may help you pass on Our Catholic Heritage. Many companies will match gifts made to endowments. That means your gift may be worth more than you think. Ask you employer if they have a matching gift program. 

11. By making a planned gift to our endowment, you'll be providing, perpetual financial support. It's a wonderful way to demonstrate your stewardship and pass on your faith and love for (insert parish name). Contact the parish office to learn more. Your faith is worth passing on. 

12. Planning for death is as natural for the Christian as planning for life. As stated in 1 Timothy 5:8, ...if anyone does not take care of his own, and especially of his household; he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever. Having a will IS good stewardship. Take care of your family. 

13. Just as we plan to ensure financial health for our families, we must plan for the health of our faith families. Your planned gift to our endowment will provide financial support forever. You have a wonderful Catholic heritage. Pass it on! 

14. Where there is a will there is a way to be an angel for our parish. Please remember our endowment in your will. Your lawyer can add a simple inexpensive amendment (codicil) to your existing will. Learn more by contacting the Catholic Foundation at 815-399-4300 or contact 


. 

15. Charitable Gift Annuities to benefit our parish offer better rates than many CDs, gives you a tax deduction, and are excellent ways to pass on Your Catholic Heritage. To learn about all they offer and for a confidential discussion to help you meet your financial needs and goals, call the Catholic Foundation at 815-399-4300. 

16. Don't cancel life insurance you no longer need! By naming our parish as beneficiary, you'll provide lasting financial support and possibly qualify for tax benefits as well. Be and angel and pass on Your Catholic Heritage by calling the Catholic Foundation at 815-399-4300 or contact your insurance agent. It costs nothing to change the beneficiary on your policy and it can be done in less than five minutes. 

17. What do bequests, life insurance gifts, charitable gift annuities, charitable remainder trusts, life estate arrangements, and life time giving have in common? They're ways you can pass on 

Your Catholic Heritage, Faith, and Love for (insert parish name). Give a call to the Catholic Foundation at 815-399-4300 to learn more. 

18. Did you know you can make a temporary gift to our endowment? A Charitable Lead Trust lets you temporarily lend the use of your assets and then have them returned to you or your beneficiary. How you ask? Call The Catholic Foundation. 

19. You want your heirs to have an estate, not a tax bill. Consider a Charitable Lead Trust. It's a way to pass on Your Catholic Heritage by benefitting our endowment while you reduce the taxes on your estate. Call The Catholic Foundation at 815-399-4300 for more details. 

20. Your home can provide lasting support for our endowment. Through a Life Estate Arrangement, you can donate it and take a tax deduction today, yet live there as long as you desire, like nothing has changed. 

21. Is there an angel in your home? A Life Estate Arrangement will allow you to donate your 

home to our endowment and give you a tax deduction-and you may remain in your home as long as you wish. Call The Catholic Foundation at 815-399-4300 or contact 


. 

22. Guaranteed for life! That is what you get by making a gift in exchange for a Charitable Gift 

Annuity (CGA). You are guaranteed a certain income for the rest of your life no matter how long you live or what interest rates are. Your gift gives twice. First to you in income and possible tax deductions and then to the parish at the end of your life. By endowing your gift it will keep on giving forever. 

23. Create retirement income as you provide for perpetual support of our faith community .A 

Deferred Gift Annuity for our endowment lets you pass on Your Catholic Heritage, reduce taxes, and plan for your retirement. Being a good steward of the gifts you have been given is important to your family and your extended faith family here at (insert parish). Call The Catholic Foundation at 815-399-4300 and learn how you can continue to live out stewardship. 

24. Will your estate be eaten up by taxes? It doesn't have to happen. Planned-giving programs can help you avoid gifting the state when you didn't intend to, as you preserve Your Catholic Heritage. 

25. Did you know that your estate can make unlimited gifts to our endowment, and those gifts 

are deducted before estate taxes are computed? Learn more by contacting The Catholic Foundation at 815-399-4300. 

26. Before you go on vacation, enjoy the security of knowing that your will has been written or 

revised and your estate plans will be carried out according to your wishes, not the states. Contact your attorney and setup an appointment before you go on vacation. Being a good steward begins at home. Protect your family! 

27. We appreciate the thoughtfulness of parishioners who have left bequests to the parish. These gifts help us to build a solid foundation for future generations. 

28. Gifts of Stock Avoids Capital Gain Tax! If you own appreciated stock, you may wish to consider giving the stock to the parish rather than cash. You are able to deduct the full value of 

the stock, avoid the capital gain tax and make a substantial gift to the parish. A good steward uses his or her assets in a way that does the most good. For more information on how you might do this contact the Catholic Foundation at 815-399-4300. 

29. Create a Memorial Fund in Memory of Your Parents. Parishioners may wish to establish an ongoing fund which can be added to each year or make a one time gift. This type of gift will provide an endowment fund which will carry on its benefits from generation to generation. 

Contact (pastor), a stewardship committee member or The Catholic Foundation at 815-399-4300 to honor your parents, now and forever! 

30. Please remember the good works of our parish in your will. 

31. You can have an everlasting influence on the lives of families in our parish. Please contact your attorney and instruct him or her to include a bequest for our parish in your will. 

32. "My weekly offertory isn't much," but my estate can make a one time gift at my death in a way that I couldn't while alive. "In thanksgiving for the faith I received at (insert parish) I bequeath….. " 

33. Have you included (name of parish) in your will? 

34. Instruct your life insurance agent to include our parish as a primary or secondary beneficiary on your policies. 

35. Name Us Last. In your will after all your family and friends have been taken care of, name our parish as recipients of the residuary (the amount that is left). 

36. There is no greater satisfaction than knowing that your personal property and accumulated wealth will be shared exactly as you personally desire. Whether your estate is large or small… you should make certain it will be properly distributed to those to whom you wish it to go. If you wish to remember (insert parish), this can be done through careful preparation of your will. 

37. Making a will isn't expensive! But not having one may cost your family a great deal. Please 

be a good steward of your resource by using wisely the Lord' s gifts given to you. Make a will or revise the one you have if you haven't done so in the last five years. 

38. Do you have an IRA? If your family's needs are being met you may wish to include the parish as a beneficiary.  Contact your IRA trustee and ask for change of beneficiary forms to include your parish as a recipient of your good stewardship. 

39. If you are a business owner you may contribute surplus property, an inventory of food, or clothing which the parish could use. You will be able to deduct your cost basis as a gift. Please contact (insert parish person) before making your gift. 

40. Put your life-long, hard earned assets to work for the Lord. A gift -- a planned sacrificial gift to the Lord acknowledges that we are simply stewards of all which God has given us. We are managers of His blessings upon us. Just as we sacrificially give as good stewards throughout our lives we give our final gift at the end of our lives here on earth. By endowing your gift, your gift does not stop when you die. As you enter eternal life so to does your gift. 

41. Don't put off planning your estate.... for we know not the day nor the hour. Good stewardship dictates that we look ahead and make provisions for our family and our Church -- local and diocesan. 

42. As Christian stewards, we share the responsibility of making our Church a true community of faith and a vibrant source of service to the larger community.  That includes providing financial support for today's needs -- and building a firm financial foundation for tomorrow. 

      Planned giving provides an opportunity -- in several different ways -- to give a gift that forever perpetuates our Catholic faith. Through your gift you will oversee a strong, healthy Church able to meet the spiritual needs of generations to come. 

      One way to accomplish this is through endowment, which are funds created for specific purposes, from the contributions of many donors. We at (insert parish) have just such an endowment for (insert purpose/s). To learn more about endowing a gift to (insert parish) contact


. 

43. TAX ADVANTAGES. Planned giving not only benefits the Church -- many forms provide substantial tax benefits to the giver. There are many ways to contribute to our endowment, including: 

· Giving a gift through your will (Bequests)

· Giving a sizable gift at a small cost (Life Insurance Gifts) 

· Giving gifts that pay an income that can keep pace with inflation (Charitable Remainder Trusts) 

· Giving a gift temporarily (Charitable Lead Trusts) 

· Giving a home, but continuing to live there (Retained Life Estate Arrangements) 

· Giving a gift that pays a steady (guaranteed) income for life (Charitable Gift Annuities) 

Contact

to learn how you can give a gift that gives twice-to (insert parish) and to you! 

SPECIAL LITURGICAL FEASTS & HOLY DAYS: NEW YEAR'S DAY 

Make passing on Your Catholic Heritage your first resolution of the new year. Your planned 

gift to our endowment makes you an eternal steward of our Church. BAPTISM OF THE LORD 

Baptism sanctified each of us in Christ to everlasting life. We can ensure our stewardship to 

the Church lasts beyond our lifetime by making planned gifts to endowments like ours. Be an eternal giver by contacting the Catholic Foundation at 815-399-4300 or 


.

ASH WEDNESDAY 

Ash Wednesday is a visible reminder of our faith. Planned giving to our endowment is another way we can manifest that faith. To learn how you can do this contact


.

LENTEN SUNDAYS 

Lent provides an opportunity to strengthen our devotion to God through prayer, fasting and almsgiving. Perhaps this is the time to make a planned gift to our endowment which will strengthen our parishes future and keep your faith alive in the generations to come. Contact 


. 

The Lenten season brings us closer to our faith and living the life Christ modeled. One way to model Christ's love and generosity and to become a steward of our Church is to make a planned gift to our endowment. Call


. 

As we repent of our sins and strengthen our devotion, we should remind ourselves of our responsibility to be stewards of our faith. Be an angel forever by making a planned gift to our endowment by contacting 


. 

As we consider our lives as Christians, we must ask ourselves if we're truly being stewards of our Church. Consider a planned, perpetual gift of financial stewardship to our endowment. Not only are we stewards of our time, talent, and treasure-we are also stewards of the assets that gave us the treasure and the opportunity to develop our talents. 

HOLY WEEK 

As we remember Christ's sacrifice, we are moved to express our faith and love. Call the Catholic Foundation at 815-399-4300 to learn how a planned gift to our endowment can help preserve our precious heritage. 

EASTER 

Give a gift of Easter Joy. Be an angel and make a planned gift to our endowment. Christ's 

resurrection gave us hope of eternal life. Your gift gives hope to our parish that we can continue to proclaim this joyous message for years to come. "Go and proclaim to all nations..." 

MOTHER'S DAY 

A mother's love is eternal. By making a planned gift to our endowment in your mother's name, you create a perpetual remembrance of her love. Honor MOM this Mother's Day and pass on the faith that was so important to her by making a gift in her name to our endowment. Contact 

.

ASCENSION 

When it's our turn to join our Heavenly Father, what will we leave behind? Through planned 

gifts to our endowment, we can give a lasting gift. To learn how rise up out of your chair and call 


. 

PENTECOST SUNDAY 

Be an angel this Pentecost. The Holy Spirit brought the early Church alive by giving 

individuals gifts that would sustain the Church, but there was a catch -- THEY HAD TO BE 

SHARED. By sharing the gifts you have been blest with you can keep the Church alive for years to come.

FATHER'S DAY 

Create a very special remembrance of a very special father: a planned gift to our endowment. Your gift provides permanent, ongoing financial support. Learn how you can give a planned gift that allows, through his remembrance, him to keep passing on the faith that he tried to instill in you. Contact 


. 

ADVENT SUNDAYS 

As you're planning your gift list this Christmas, why not consider one that will continue giving forever? Make a planned gift to our endowment by contacting 

. 

So many Christmas gifts are forgotten so quickly. But a planned gift to our endowment will be remembered forever. To give a gift the keeps giving contact 


. 

The spirit of giving is strongest as Christmas approaches. You can make that wonderful spirit last by making a planned gift to our endowment. 

Gifts of cash to our endowment made by December 31 of this year may be deducted from your taxes for this year (up to 50% of your income). Learn how you can benefit yourself and the parish by contacting 


. 

CHRISTMAS 

Christ is born, the world rejoices, and the angels sing! Mark this joyous occasion with a planned gift to our endowment. Learn how you can be an angel this year by contacting 


. 
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In the blank spaces above put in the Diocesan Office of Stewardship Development or anyone else to contact at the parish. Edit any of the above and use as often as you think will be beneficial.  By having something in Sunday bulletins (maybe with different clip art at times) the message is there when someone needs it or the Spirit guides them to thinking about making a gift. 

