This is a sample letter that can be modified and using PDS sent to your parishioners 55 and older who give $500 or more, along with the end of year giving flyer.
November, 2011
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Smith

3000 Always Drive

Best Place, IL  60100

Dear Ed and Martha,

With the holidays upon us, I am sending this note to let you know how grateful we are for your presence here in this parish community.  Please also accept my deepest gratitude for your continued generosity to our parish over this past year.  It is truly because of Catholics like you that we are able to meet our commitments.  These commitments are not only monetary, like those needed for operation of our facilities (utilities, building maintenance and staff), but also, and more importantly, our ministries – the actual reason we exist.

Our Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI, states in his Apostolic Exhortation Verbum Domini: In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus points out that “the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the Kingdom” (13:38). These words apply especially to the Christian laity, who live out their specific vocation to holiness by a life in the Spirit expressed “in a particular way by their engagement in temporal matters and by their participation in earthly activities”.   By the continued generosity of your time, talent and treasure, you are helping this local community and our Diocese carry out our Holy Father’s intentions and the challenge of the Gospel.
At this time of year, our thoughts too turn to giving in gratitude for all the gifts we have received during the past year.  I have enclosed a flyer prepared by the Diocese which lists some of the many ways you might consider an additional year-end gift to our parish.  For many, there are tax advantages in giving before year-end.  Please know that all gifts we receive will be used to do the work God calls us to do in this community.
May God continue to bless you,

Father ServingYou
Pastor

