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The Gift of the “Other Disciple”

Celebrating Lent

In their pastoral letter on Stewardship, the U.S. Bishops
write about the call to discipleship and the cost of
discipleship. Their letter is entitled “Stewardship: A
Disciple’s Response.” When it comes to celebrating the
wonderful season of Lent, we can

courtyard (John 18:16). Do we help others to follow
Jesus more closely? Do we invite those who know
Christ to a more intimate relationship through our
Church? Do we realize that what we say and do can
become the entrance point to the faith

look at our traditions and at the
Gospel to draw us into a deeper
relationship with Jesus.

John’s Gospel refers to the “other
disciple” or “the disciple whom he
loved.” The gift of this unnamed
disciple is that we can use this
individual to help us grow in our
own personal relationship with
Christ.

If we continue to search for Christ
in every individual we meet, the
simple acts of human kindness can
build our response as disciples of
Jesus. Being present at a wake,
bringing a meal to a family in need,
listening quietly to a friend or
acquaintance, spending time in
prayer are all avenues to become the “other disciple.”

As the Gospel shows us, the other disciple sat next to
Jesus at the Last Supper (John 13:23). Do we spend
time close to Jesus in Eucharistic Adoration? Do we
spend time with Jesus resting in his presence through
prayer? Do we spend time with Jesus by serving those
he loves, the poor and the disenfranchised?

The Gospel goes on to show that after Jesus is arrested,
the other disciple helps Peter follow Jesus into the
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journey for another disciple?

We again meet the disciple whom he
loved at the foot of the cross (John
19:26) being present to Jesus’ mother
Mary. Do we make ourselves available
to those who are suffering losses? Are
we willing to take personal responsibility
to support others in need? Can we
become family to someone who is not in
our family?

Finally we meet the other disciple on
Easter morning, racing to the tomb with
Peter. Although he arrived first, he
allowed Peter to enter. When he

’ , entered, “he saw and believed” (John
20:3-9). During Lent, are we preparing
to race to the tomb? Are we willing to
leave our personal agenda behind in
order to see and believe?

Being a disciple does not have to entail being the first
on the scene, or the one who has all the information. It
happens in the ordinary and sometimes mundane tasks
of everyday life. The “other disciple” gives us a model
of being extremely close to Christ without being
known. This Lent let’s celebrate by placing ourselves at
the foot of the cross and preparing to race to the tomb
to see and believe that Jesus is alive and present to us
every day of our lives.
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