
 
Parish Stewardship Update 

September 2002 
 

Diocese of Rockford 
Office of Stewardship Development 

Phone (815) 964-6711   921 W. State Street   Bob Pfundstein 
fax (815) 968-2808    Rockford, IL 61102  Director of Parish Stewardship 
Web Site: www.stewardshiprockford.com    e-mail: rpfundstein@rockforddiocese.org 
 

 
New Grace In Action Newsletter 

Excellent Stewardship EducationTool  
 

 
This newsletter is designed 

for parishes to make 
available to their 

parishioners as a bulletin 
insert, a monthly mailing, or 
a monthly handout to staff 

& ministry participants. 
 

This is brand new and the 
format is a single-page two-

sided  newsletter. 
 

It is available from: 
Our Sunday Visitor, Inc. 

200 Noll Plaza 
Huntington, IN 46750.    

 
Phone 1-800-348-2440   

Fax 1-260-359-9117   
E-mail  giaction@osv.com 

and the website is 
www.graceinaction.org .
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Good Stewardship … 
 

As we swing into the school year, much 
attention becomes focused on the supplies, 
books, and clothes of the children in our 
families, churches, and neighborhoods. Are 
we prepared to become positive influences 
for those children?  It doesn’t matter 
whether the children are in our family, from 
our church, or live in our neighborhood, for us 
to share the attitude of Christ with them 
through our actions. 
 
A smile, a wave, a simple gesture of hospitality 
can often break through the nervous and 
anxious feelings of a child returning to school.  
If we have our faith to rely on, we can joyfully 
give our enthusiasm to the children with whom 
we come in contact.  The beginning of the 
school year is simply a reminder to do what we 
should be doing all year. 
 
As a father, I am always appreciative of the 
positive comments people make about my 
children’s behavior.  I don’t always notice 
when the children are doing the “right “ things, 
but almost always notice when they are doing 
things I don’t want them to do. It is a welcome 
comment from an unknown benefactor that 
reminds me how well behaved the children 
have been in the grocery store, or at Mass.  We 
all need to build the sense of gratitude and 
thankfulness in our children, and in their 
parents. 
 
It seems so easy to find fault in others.  This 
week the challenge offered to you is to find the 
positive examples in your lives and in the lives 

of the children around you and thank that 
person for the good they are doing to 
help raise the good stewards of the 

next generation. 
 
It never hurts to pay a compliment, 
it only builds your own ability to 

recognize others giftedness as well as 
your own. 
 

Remember this week to say thank you to: 
  A teacher 

 A priest 
 A parent 
 A grandparent 
 A neighbor 
 A child 

 
And in saying thank you, thank God for all the 
goodness that surrounds you.   

 
 
 
 

 

The annual International Catholic Stewardship 
Council Conference is coming to Toronto 
October 27 – 30, 2002.  The registration fee is 
$500 when registering through the Diocese of 
Rockford Office of Stewardship Development. If 
you would like further information regarding the 
conference schedule, speakers, location, or 
registration, please feel free to contact Bob 
Pfundstein at (815)964-6711.  We would love to 
have you join us if you can. 

 

What is Your Response? 
The world is full of scholars who speak about extending the frontiers of knowledge 

but who never use the knowledge that has already been acquired; who love to 
knock at the door of truth but would drop dead if that door ever opened to them.  
For truth implies responsibility.  Every gift of God in the natural as well as in the 

supernatural order demands a response on the part of the soul. 
Bishop Fulton Sheen 


